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church, town hall, and a few of the more stately government buildings. The most stately of these, the castle, had for a year and a half lain in ashes, which increased the desolate appearance of the place. The natural environs, too, offered little relief to the sad picture. The narrow Ilm wound its way modestly along the eastern side through a valley of meadows, extending between rolling hills covered with cultivated fields, pastures, and woodland.
Hither came Goethe from what might, for that time, be considered a great and busy city, whose proud cathedral cast its reflection in a broad river teeming with boats, while all about lay a wreath of orchards and vineyards, where the breezes were gentler than here in this hilly region.
And yet this little corner of Thuringia became infinitely dear to him. Everything else which he may have missed was more than compensated for by the influential position which he occupied, and by the circle of select people into which he was received. If on his arrival the intellectual culture of the city had revealed itself to him by some magic radiation of light he would have been as pleasantly astonished, as is the wanderer nowadays, when, through the darkness of evening, he suddenly sees the glow of electric lights shining out of the little brown wooden huts of an Alpine village. This culture was less famous for great products than for a noble, free humanity, such as was by no means common in Germany and at a prince's court was almost unique. It was brought into being by the mother of the Duke, Anna Amalia.
The Milanese honoured Duke Karl August, on his visit in 1817, by having a commemorative medal struck with the inscription, "il principe uomo" The same simple and yet incomparably illustrious title might with equal fitness have been conferred upon his mother. And indeed she did receive it from the one most worthy to bestow it. Goethe, who had the rare gift of expressing the quintessence of a personality in a few words, called her a "perfect princess with a perfectly human spirit/' In a similar